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with age, and it is a mistake to suppose - as many
have - that 1^ possessed no serious inclinations.
But it is certainly doubtful whether he was capable
of continuous   application   in   his   studies.    He
was easily bored, nor was it natural for him, sur-
rounded  by so  many pleasant  and unpleasant
distractions, to endure the seclusion of his closet
for any length of time.    Many years later, Halifax
remarked that ce he had but little Reading, and
that tending to his pleasures more than to his
Instruction.    In the library of a young Prince/'
he  added,   " the  solemn  Folios   are  not much
rumpled,   Books  of lighter  Digestion  have  the
Dog's Ears."    And Sheffield confirms this when
:ie says " that his Understanding was quick and
ively in little things, and sometimes would soar
ligh enough in great ones ;   but unable to keep
t up with any long Attention or Application.5 *
rlealth, however, was the one thing to which
le never failed to attend.    His constitution was
uperb, and survived excesses that would have
>rought a weaker man to an early grave.    " It
lad an intire Preference to anything else in his
Thoughts, and he might be said without Agrava-
ion to have studied it with as little Intermission
& any Man in the World/'   At Cologne, as we
tave seen,   " he  walked  much" ;    it was  his
avourite  form   of exercise,   and,   indeed,   the